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The Titans

The ancient Greeks believed that our world began with a shapeless and confused mass of elements. They called it

Chaos. From Chaos, Nyx (Night), Erebus (Darkness), and Gaea (Earth) were born. Then, slowly, more things

began to appear. For example, Nyx and Erebus jointly created Hypnos (Sleep), Thanatos (Death), and Moros

(Doom). And Gaea made Uranus (Sky).

Gaea and Uranus together were the parents of many children. The twelve Titans -- six sons and six daughters --

were their parents' pride and joy. After the twelve Titans, Gaea gave birth to two sets of triplets, all sons. Brontes,

Steropes, and Arges were from the first set. Each had only one eye in the middle of his forehead. Collectively, they

were known as the Cyclopes. Briareus, Cottus, and Gyges were from the second set. Each had one hundred arms

and fifty heads. Collectively, they were known as the Hecatonchires.

Gaea loved all her children equally. But Uranus did not. He favored only the Titans, for they were good-looking

gods and goddesses. As he grew increasingly uncomfortable with his other children, he decided to cast them away.

When Gaea heard of the plan, she was horrified. She tried to reason with her husband, but to no avail. Helplessly,

she watched Uranus throw the Cyclopes and the Hecatonchires into Tartarus, the darkest pit in the underworld. She

was mortified. She vowed that she would never forgive Uranus for his cruelty.

To rescue her children, Gaea made a sickle and presented the weapon to her six Titan sons. She urged them to use

it to overthrow their father. Fear took hold of five of the Titans. The mere idea of standing up to Uranus made them

tremble. So they refused. Only Cronus, the youngest and the strongest, took pity on his mother. He promised her

that he would defeat Uranus and free his brothers. True to his words, he picked up the sickle and went after his

father. Scared by the threat, Uranus fled and gave up his powers. Cronus occupied the now vacated throne. He

became the new lord of the universe.

Cronus was a great ruler. Under his leadership, people lived in harmony. They called this happy, peaceful time

their Golden Age. They had no idea that troubles were boiling beneath the surface. They did not know that Gaea

was very upset with Cronus, for he had not freed his brothers from Tartarus. They did not know that she was

planning for his downfall.

Cronus knew that his mother was angry with him. He did not want what had happened to his father to happen to

him, too. He figured that Gaea would use the same tactic by rallying his children against him. To avoid being

overthrown by his own kids, he swallowed each of his newborns. He tucked them safely inside his stomach beyond

Gaea's reach. For a long while, the plan seemed to be working. Though seething with hatred, Gaea had yet to inflict

any harm upon him. Cronus was pleased with this brilliant idea of his. But he never bothered to consult with Rhea,

his wife and sister, for her take on the matter.

As it turned out, Rhea did not like Cronus' idea at all! She longed for her children. When Rhea discovered that she
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was pregnant again, she was determined that she would keep the baby this time. Not knowing what to do, she went

to see her mother, Gaea, for advice. Gaea was, of course, more than willing to lend a hand. She listened to her

daughter attentively and offered her a solution.

On the day that Rhea gave birth to the couple's sixth child, she did exactly what she was told. She wrapped a stone

in baby clothes and gave it to her husband. Without suspicion, Cronus swallowed the bundle in one gulp. The

newborn, a boy named Zeus, was then spirited away to a secret cave on the island of Crete. The responsibility of

raising the infant fell onto the shoulders of Amaltheia. She did a fine job. When Zeus grew to be a young man, he

took his cousin, Metis, as his first wife. Metis was the goddess of prudence. She told Zeus that he needed strong

allies before he challenged Cronus. And she also told Zeus that she knew where those strong allies were.

One day, Metis went to see Cronus and gave him a magic herb. She promised her uncle that the remedy would

make him unconquerable. Cronus believed her and took the medicine. Right away, he fell sick. He threw up the

stone and the five children that he had devoured years ago. The five children were the gods Hades and Poseidon

and the goddesses Hestia, Demeter, and Hera. Shortly after their joyful reunion, Zeus and his siblings rebelled

against their father. Cronus knew that his time was up. So he surrendered his powers and fled.

Now, as the new lord of the universe, Zeus freed his monstrous uncles -- the Cyclopes and the Hecatonchires --

from Tartarus. He asked his brothers and sisters to rule with him. This arrangement did not sit well with many

Titans, so they revolted. For the next ten years or so, Zeus fought a bitter battle against the Titans. In the end,

thanks to the forceful weapons that the Cyclopes had made for him and his siblings, Zeus won the War of the

Titans (also called the Titanomachy). He threw the defeated into the darkest pit of the underworld and had the

Hecatonchires guard the prison.

Gaea was not at all happy to see the Titans being locked up in Tartarus. To save them, she sent two terrible

monsters, Typhon and Echidna, to attack Zeus and his allies. Typhon had one hundred scary-looking heads that

could touch the stars. He had venom dripping from his evil eyes. He had lava and red-hot stones pouring from his

gaping mouths. He hissed like a hundred snakes. He roared like a hundred lions. Echidna was Typhon's wife. She

had the head of a beautiful nymph but the body of a snake.

When Zeus and his forces first cast their eyes on Typhon and Echidna, they were terrified. They fled. But after

regaining his courage, Zeus whirled around to face the monsters. When other deities witnessed Zeus' bravery, they,

too, stopped running and began fighting alongside him. Typhon was a formidable enemy. In the midst of his rage,

he tore up Mount Etna (also spelled as Aetna) to hurl at the gods. Zeus struck it with thunderbolts. The mountain

fell back and pinned Typhon underneath. There the monster lies to this very day, shooting out fire, lava, and smoke

through the top of the mountain.

When Echidna saw what had happened to her husband, she sought refuge inside a cave. Zeus decided to spare her.

He let her stay there to raise her and Typhon's offspring.
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After the defeat of Typhon and Echidna, Gaea finally decided to give up her struggle. Once again, the universe

was at peace. Zeus ruled his kingdom from atop Mount Olympus with a firm hand. Together, he and the other

Greek deities spun many amazing tales of their own. Their stories, called the Greek myths, were passed down from

one generation to another. Even after thousands of years, they continue to inspire our interest. Their popularity has

never wavered!

The Titans

Questions

1. According to the ancient Greeks, which of the following appeared first?

A. Chaos
B. Nyx
C. Gaea
D. Erebus

2. How many children did Gaea have with Uranus?

A. 12
B. 21
C. 15
D. 18

3. Which of the following was NOT an offspring of Gaea?

A. Cronus
B. Arges
C. Poseidon
D. Steropes

4. Why did Uranus cast away the Cyclopes and the Hecatonchires?

A. because they were ugly
B. because they ate too much
C. because they were better looking than he was
D. because they were too childish

5. Who made Uranus?

A. Nyx
B. Erebus
C. Chaos
D. Gaea

6. How many arms and heads did the three Hecatonchires have altogether?

A. 200 arms and 200 heads
B. 300 arms and 150 heads
C. 600 arms and 300 heads
D. 150 arms and 300 heads
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7. According to the ancient Greeks, where can we find Typhon?

A. beneath Mount Olympus
B. beneath Mount Etna
C. beneath Mount Blanc
D. beneath Mount Everest

8. Which of the following had never lived in Tartarus?

A. Briareus
B. Cottus
C. Steropes
D. Zeus

9. Who made Cronus throw up the stone and his five kids?

A. Gaea
B. Metis
C. Gyges
D. Rhea

10. Where did Zeus spend his childhood years?

A. on the island of Crete
B. atop Mount Olympus
C. beneath Mount Etna
D. in Tartarus
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How many of these can you write about? Think! Write! Check all the ones you answered.

In your opinion, why did Cronus refuse to release his brothers from Tartarus?

Suppose you were Gaea. You knew that you could not unseat Cronus, for he hid all his children in his

stomach. You decided to think of a new plan. Describe what the plan was.

Don't stop writing. Use a blank piece of paper to continue.


